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SUBJ: CHILEAN INTEREST IN POSSIBLE LOAN OF RESEARCH VESSEL 
REE:SANTIAGO 5747, NOV 21, 1973 

1. DR. HELMUTH SILVERS, CHIEF, OCEANOGRAPHIC DEPARTMENT, 

CHILEAN NAVY OCEANOGRAPHIC INSTITUTE, HAS MADE INFORMAL 
REQUEST TO EMBASSY TO DETERMINE IE RESEARCH VESSEL SUCH AS 
R/V HERO AVAILABLE FOR LOAN TO CHILE. SILVERS SAID HE 

HEARD THAT SHORTAGE OE FUNDS WILL POSSIBLY CAUSE CUT BACK ON 
USE OF HERO AND/OR SIMILAR VESSELS. HE SAID CHILEAN 
GOVERNMENT WOULD BE WILLING TO MAN VESSEL AND PAY 
OPERATING EXPENSES. HE SAID GOC IN RETURN WOULD BE 
WILLING TO PERFORM SERVICES FOR USG ANTARCTIC RESEARCH PROGRAM 
INCLUDING TRANSPORTING USG PERSONNEL AND EQUIPMENT FROM 
CHILE TO ANTARCTIC. 

2. PLEASE ADVISE IE THERE POSSIBILITY OE LOAN OF SMALL 
VESSEL SUCH AS HERO AND, IF SO, APPLICATION PROCEDURES. 
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